CHAPTER VII
THE FRENCH REQUEST FOR AN ARMISTICE
JUNE 15
GERMAN TROOPS PENETRATE with amazing speed into central
France. One German spearhead reaches Chaumont, 50 miles
up the Marne from Vitry-le-Frangois, reported yesterday as just
captured. Verdun falls, and further east the Germans cross the
Rhine into Alsace, Berlin says 200,000 prisoners have been
taken in the past ten days. The swastika flies over the Palace
of Versailles.
The Italians report that they have launched two drives into
France, one north of Nice, the other through difficult Alpine
passes into Savoy. This is the first Italian military activity of
any importance. It begins as the power of the French to de-
fend themselves has already come nearly to an end. Even so,
Italian military accomplishments in this area will be negligible.
President Roosevelt discusses the Reynaud appeal with the
French and British Ambassadors, Count de Saint-Quentin and
Lord Lothian. They call at the White House at noon, and the
conference lasts about an hour. The possibilities of continued
French resistance outside France proper and the future of the
French fleet are two of the questions coming under review. The
two Ambassadors urge the President to make his reply public,